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India spends more than Rs.75000 crores annually on the import of edible oil. With the growing population this
demand is going to further increase over the years. Therefore, to prepare a road map towards achieving self-
sufficiency in edible oil production of the country, National Oilseed Brainstorming Meet (Research-Industry-
Farmer Interface) is being organized by oilseed based research institutes of viz; ICAR-Indian Institute of
Soybean Research, Indore, Indian Institute of Oilseed Research, Hyderabadad, Indian Institute of Oil Palm
Research, Pedavagi Directorate of Groundnut Research, Junagarh and Directorate of Rapeseed-Mustard
Research, Bharatpur, with active involvement and participation of all the stakeholders including those involved
in research, oil production, extraction, agricultural development and technology dissemination to farmers. The
major objective of this brainstorming meet is (1) to identify ways and means to increase the productivity of
oilseeds and edible oil, (2) to highlight changes required in policies to attract more farmers towards oilseed
production (3) to highlight policy issues in import of edible oil and (4)other challenges involved in this process.

Three days brainstorming meet is scheduled from 23 to 25 September, 2020 through virtual mode and shall be
live on Facebook as well as YouTube channel of ICAR-Indian Institute of Soybean Research, Indore. The first
technical session of the meeting “Challenges in Research” is scheduled on September 23", 2020. This session
would be chaired and addressed by eminent scientists and technocrats which include Dr. C.D. Mayee (Former
Chairman, Agricultural Scientist Recruitment Board), Dr. S.K. Sharma (Ex-Vice Chancellor, CSKHPKVV,
Palampur), Dr. S. Rajendra Prasad (Vice Chancellor, UAS, Bangalore) and Directors of Oilseed based ICAR
institutes.

The second technical session on ‘Challenges of Industry’ scheduled on 24™ September 2020 will be chaired by
Dr Ashok Dalwai (IAS, CEO, National Rainfed Area Authority, GOI) and co-chaired by Dr D.K. Yadava
(Assistant Director General (Seed), ICAR), Dr Ratan Sharma (Technical Representative, US Soybean Export
Council) and includes presentations from eminent persons like Dr Shelly Parveen (Head, Biochemistry, 1ARI,
New Delhi), Dr. S.K. Sharma (Centre for WTO Studies, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade), Dr B.V. Mehta,
(Executive Director, Solvent Extraction Association), Dr. Davish Jain (Chairman, Soybean Processors
Association of India), Shri K.K. Agrawal (Vice President, Mustard Oil Processors Association of India), Dr Sai
Prasad Gandra (ITC, Bangalore), Dr Dinesh Bhosale (Regional Sales Director, South Asia for AB Vista) and
Shri Mritunjaya Jha (Zee Media).

Third day technical session on ‘Challenges in Technology Dissemination & Adoption’ is scheduled on 25"
September 2020 and will be chaired Dr S.K. Malhotra (Agriculture Commissioner, GOI), Dr Randhir Singh
(Assistant Director General, Extension, ICAR), Dr. S.K. Jha (Assistant Director General, Oilseeds & Pulses,
ICAR) and includes presentations from invited eminent scientists/scholar like Dr. P. Chandrashekhara (DG,
CCS National Institute of Agriculture Marketing, Jaipur), Dr. Chintala Govinda Rajulu (Chairman, NABARD),
Dr. Shri Haresh Vyash (Chairman, Solvent Extractors Association), Dr. Girish Shah (ITC), Dr. Suresh Motwani,
(Solidaridad South East Asia) and Directors of Agricultural Technology Assessment and Refinement Institutes
located at Jabalpur, Bengaluru, Jodhpur, Ludhiana, Hyderabad, Umiam, Patna, Pune and Guwabhati.

The issues and conclusions coming out of deliberations from each of the sessions will help preparing a road map
for achieving edible oilseed self-sufficiency in the country.
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